[DATE]
Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General, U.S. DOJ –ENRD
P.O. Box 7611
Washington, DC 20044-7611

Subject: Support for the Proposed Fourth Amendment to the City of Akron Consent Decree - United States v. City of Akron et al., D.J. Ref. No. 90-5-1-1-3144/2
Dear Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General, Energy and Natural Resources Division:
On behalf of [ORGANIZATION NAME], I am writing to express our strong support for the proposed Fourth Amendment to the City of Akron’s federal sewer consent decree, which would eliminate the requirement to construct the Enhanced High Rate Treatment (EHRT) facility.
[ORGANIZATION NAME] serves [BRIEFLY DESCRIBE WHO/WHAT YOUR ORGANIZATION SERVES AND ITS CONNECTION TO AKRON]. Our organization has a direct interest in Akron’s continued environmental, economic and community health, and we recognize the significant investment this community has already made to improve local waterways and modernize critical sewer infrastructure.
Over the past decade, Akron residents and ratepayers have invested approximately $1 billion to meet the requirements of the federal consent decree. The City has completed 24 of the 26 major projects required and is currently constructing the Northside Interceptor Tunnel, which is expected to become operational by the end of 2026. Once that work is complete, the City expects to capture 99% of wet-weather flow, and capture and treat more than 2.3 billion gallons of wastewater that previously would have been discharged untreated into local waterways.
These investments represent an extraordinary commitment by Akron and its residents to the health of the Cuyahoga River and the broader watershed. The investments have also produced significant and measurable environmental improvements.
Given that progress, we believe eliminating the EHRT facility is a responsible and appropriate conclusion to this work. The facility is estimated to cost over $300 million and will only activate three times in the typical year, making it not a cost-effective control measure. Additionally, it will provide little to no environmental benefit. The proposed Fourth Amendment will be more beneficial for recreational uses compared to the EHRT.  Unlike the EHRT which is intended to operate during the three largest storm events in the typical year when it is unsafe to recreate in the river, the additional disinfection of the Water Reclamation Facility (WRF) discharges will take place every day over the annual 60-day period when it is far more likely that recreation will be occurring in the river.
[OPTIONAL ORGANIZATION-SPECIFIC PARAGRAPH: Explain why this matters to your organization and the people you serve. This could address affordability for residents, environmental stewardship, the health of the Cuyahoga River, economic development, neighborhood stability, support for vulnerable households, need for improvements in water infrastructure, or another connection to your organization’s mission.]
Approval of the Fourth Amendment would also allow Akron, as it nears completion of its federally mandated sewer improvements, to increasingly turn its attention and resources toward another critical need: the City’s aging drinking-water infrastructure. Maintaining safe and reliable water and sewer systems are both essential to the long-term health and vitality of our community.
Akron has demonstrated its commitment to meeting its environmental responsibilities and improving the health of our waterways. After over $1 billion in investment and more than a decade of major infrastructure construction, we believe the proposed Fourth Amendment recognizes the substantial progress that has been made while eliminating the final project, which is not cost effective and is not necessary for compliance with Ohio’s water quality standards
For these reasons, [ORGANIZATION NAME] respectfully supports the proposed Fourth Amendment and encourages its approval.
Sincerely,
[NAME]
[TITLE]
[ORGANIZATION]
[ADDRESS/CONTACT INFORMATION]

 Cc: City of Akron 

