Subject: Support for the Proposed Fourth Amendment to the City of Akron Consent Decree - United States v. City of Akron et al., D.J. Ref. No. 90-5-1-1-3144/2
Hello Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General, Energy and Natural Resources Division,
My name is [NAME], and I am an Akron [resident/ratepayer/business owner] living in [NEIGHBORHOOD OR WARD, optional]. I am writing to express my support for the proposed Fourth Amendment to the City of Akron’s federal sewer consent decree and the elimination of the Enhanced High Rate Treatment (EHRT) facility.
Akron residents and ratepayers have already made a $1 billion investment in improving our sewer system and protecting our waterways. Once the City completes the Northside Interceptor Tunnel project at the end of this year, Akron will be capturing and treating 99% of wet-weather flow that enters Akron’s sewer system.  In addition, the proposed Fourth Amendment will do a better job of protecting the recreational uses of the river compared to the EHRT. With these investments and protections in place, I believe eliminating the EHRT is the right path forward for Akron.
Eliminating the EHRT would also prevent ratepayers having to incur an additional $300 million, over and above the $1 billon already incurred, to build a treatment plant that will have little to no environmental benefit.
I also believe it is important for Akron to be able to focus more of its resources on maintaining and improving its aging drinking-water infrastructure as this federally mandated sewer work nears completion.
Akron has made an extraordinary investment in cleaner waterways and has demonstrated substantial environmental progress. I respectfully urge approval of the proposed Fourth Amendment.
Thank you for considering my comments.
[NAME]
[ADDRESS OR ZIP CODE, if desired]

